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Wind power - in your backyard?  
Bellingham company looking to Skagit County for turbine locations  

By WHITNEY PIPKIN 

Staff Writer  

  
 Backed by a $1 million grant and loan, Cascade Community Wind Co. of Bellingham is 
now looking for communities interested — and willing to invest — in their own small-
scale wind turbines.  
  
 Skagit County is one of the many places on Cascade’s radar for future projects. Cascade 
intends to complete two community wind turbines and begin six others by the end of 
2011.  
  
 The company’s focus is on areas served by Puget Sound Energy, which allows the 
turbines to be connected directly to power lines to supply surrounding homes.  
  
 Terry Meyer, executive director of the company, said he’s met with Skagit County 
officials about developing an ordinance for small wind-energy projects.  
  
 He said they’re willing to work toward it. County Planning Director Gary Christensen 
was not available for comment Friday because it was a countywide furlough day.  
  
 Meyer said he has some property owners “in the hills” of south Mount Vernon who are 
willing to consider turbines on their land. But he wants to keep those names confidential 
for now.  
  
 He has his reasons. The two wind turbine projects Cascade currently has in the works in 
Kittitas County have stirred up some conflicts during the planning process.  
  
 “We’re hoping to preempt that in Skagit by having a good policy well thought out before 
there (are) particular projects out to excite anyone’s nerves,” Meyer said.  
  
 Besides building turbines, the $1 million grant and loan from the Washington State 
Energy Program is intended to help remove the myriad barriers to small turbine 
development in the state. The company said the grant could help leverage another $10 
million in funding for projects.  
  



 Permitting codes, utility policies and insurance are some of the obstacles that keep town-
sized turbines from popping up.  
  
 The year-and-a-half-old company has been working since its inception to get its first site 
near Ellensburg ready to break ground in the next month.  
  
 A second 100-kilowatt turbine is planned for the same area. Each of the small turbines 
cost $300,000 and would provide power to 45 energy-efficient homes, said Peggy 
McCoy, executive assistant for Cascade.  
  
 She said a “more economical” turbine would generate 1 megawatt of power and cost 
$2.5 million.  
  
 Besides the long lead time on these projects, the community literally needs to buy into 
them. And the landowner that houses the turbine pays for pieces of it — and stands to 
profit from it as well.  
  
 Supporters can pre-pay for 20-year subscriptions to the power a wind turbine would 
produce. Subscriptions for the first turbine near Ellensburg for 1 percent of the output 
cost $2,500.  
  
 They’re estimated to save purchasers $4,700 on their power bills over the 20-year span.  
  
- Whitney Pipkin can be reached at 360-416-2112 or at wpipkin@skagit publishing.com. 
Follow her on Twitter at www.twitter. com/biz_svh. 


