
 
 
 
Sheriff candidates’ styles are in stark contrast  
 
Reichardt says opponent doesn’t follow campaign rules; Oberg calls the complaint ‘nitpicking’  
  
By WHITNEY PIPKIN  
Staff Writer  
 
   Will Reichardt said he doesn’t mind being branded “the nice guy” in the Skagit County sheriff’s race. 
And he doesn’t think he should have to trade the image for a more heavy-handed one should he be elected 
sheriff in November.  
 
    But as far as his opponent Herb Oberg’s concerned — he already has.  
 
    “I used to think he was a nice guy, but not anymore,” said Oberg, a Snohomish County sheriff’s captain 
who lives in Sedro-Woolley.  
 
    The two candidates couldn’t come across as more contrasting. Reichardt, a mild-mannered administrator, 
is backed by a soft-spoken approach he says makes him a likable leader. Oberg presents himself as a gun-
carrying visionary who plans to put fear into criminals by looking the part of sheriff.  
 
    Over the past few months of his three-year-long campaign for sheriff, Oberg hasn’t liked the way 
Reichardt’s campaign has “nitpicked” at him about following the rules. Both men work full-time in law 
enforcement, Reichardt as the chief criminal deputy for the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office. And neither 
Reichardt nor Oberg has run for an elected office before.  
 
    Running for office comes with a bit of a learning curve. The state’s Public Disclosure Commission 
requires candidates to fill out pages of paperwork and to read up on a catalog of regulations for the 
campaign process. Reichardt said he’s done his best to follow those rules — and to make sure his opponent 
does too.  
 
    “I think following the rules is important,” Reichardt said. “It can be frustrating if you think someone isn’t 
doing that.”  
 
Unaffiliated signs  
 
    Reichardt, a Democrat, has filed complaints with the Commission about Oberg not including his 
Republican party affiliation on some of his election signs. Oberg said he has six people — who also work 
full-time — armed with markers to correct any signs they find that don’t say “REP.” But, he says, it’s hard 
to find them all.  
 
    “When you’ve got close to 250 of these out, it’s relatively difficult to get around to 250 with a marking 
pen,” said Oberg, who admits there might still be some out there that aren’t yet marked.  
 
    Reichardt found the sign issue pressing, given that Oberg began his campaign for sheriff as a Democrat 
until switching parties early this year.  
 
    At the Commission’s request, Reichardt’s wife Diane began taking pictures of unaffiliated signs she’d 
heard about in the county to send them in. In late August, she found some next to the home of Oberg’s 
campaign manager, Angela Rogalla.  
 
    She said houses on either side of Rogalla’s home did not list Oberg’s party affiliation. And she said she 
had to step onto Rogalla’s lawn to see whether her sign did.  
 



    Rogalla confronted her and then called the police.  
 
    “I didn’t want to get into a big thing right there,” Diane Reichardt said over the phone last week. “I guess 
I could explain it by saying I really wanted to help as much as I can with Will’s election.”  
 
    Oberg said that while he thinks Reichardt has made mistakes in his campaign too, he chooses to “take the 
high road” and not capitalize on them. He didn’t want to go into what mistakes he thinks Reichardt has 
made.  
 
    “It’s so petty in my opinion,” Oberg said.  
 
Winning deputies  
 
    Reichardt said how he follows the rules in his campaign reflects how he’d enforce them in office. He’s 
been in charge of internal investigations at the Sheriff’s Office — making sure everyone follows the 
policies — among other duties, for the past eight years.  
 
    Still, Reichardt said he has no interest in a heavy-handed approach to discipline. He’s changed the 
process so more minor indiscretions can be handled at lower levels instead of through daunting internal 
investigations.  
 
    Employing his soft-spoken demeanor, Reichardt believes he’s struck a balance between holding 
employees accountable and remaining approachable.  
 
    Oberg, who oversees 180 Snohomish County officers in his role as patrol division commander, said his 
first mission as Skagit County sheriff would be to earn his troops’ respect and loyalty.  
 
    Hanging around his neck is a dog tag that says “vinci,” which is Latin for win. Oberg says many of the 
Snohomish deputies wear the tags, which represent the attitude he’d like to bring to Skagit’s force as well.  
 
    Oberg’s plan for boosting office morale includes handing out “appreciation chits” with praise for 
employees who’ve earned it. And he’d like to start celebrating the birthday of the Sheriff’s Office each year 
too.  
 
    “It’s a little bit like a dream, but they want to be involved in that. Each one has a part to play,” said 
Oberg, comparing his vision for the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office to the vision NASA had for going to the 
moon. “They thought it was crazy back then.”  
 
    Oberg’s vision hinges on creating a countywide plan for reducing crime, without which “nothing can 
happen relative to the crime rate.” He says the current administration lacks such a plan.  
 
    But Reichardt said the number of crimes in the county has dropped each year since 2005, thanks to a 
plan Sheriff Rick Grimstead carried into office in 2003. Reichardt implemented that plan, which included 
rethinking the way deputies follow up on their own cases, giving them more of a vested interest in tracking 
down guilty parties.  
 
    While Reichardt thinks the office has been effective under the current Sheriff’s leadership, he plans to be 
a “more hands-on” leader.  
 
    “That’s, I think, just the way I am. I like to be very involved in what’s going on,” he said.  
 
Placing fear  
 
    Oberg paints himself as an involved leader as well — though with different strokes. As sheriff, he’d 
continue to drive a patrol car, wear a uniform and carry the “biggest handgun.”  
 



    And if that didn’t make him look the part, Oberg says he’ll also carry handcuffs — in case he needs to 
make an arrest.  
 
    “What I’m saying is I want to put the fear in criminals and take it from citizens,” Oberg said.  
 
    But in 2003, Oberg was disciplined by the Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office for putting fear where it 
didn’t belong — with a 10-year-old member of his son’s soccer team.  
 
    According to court documents, Oberg yelled at and shoved the boy against a wall after a soccer ball the 
boy had kicked struck Oberg in the groin during a kids vs. parents game. A parent who witnessed the event 
described Oberg as “out of control.”  
 
    After an internal investigation, the Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office suspended Oberg without pay for 
five days. Oberg also underwent 12 weeks of anger management counseling as part of an agreement in 
which the boy’s parents agreed to drop criminal assault charges.  
 
    Documents state the punishment from the Sheriff’s Office was lessened because of Oberg’s “lengthy 
tenure of distinguished service” to the office.  
 
    Oberg said during an interview Tuesday that he did put his hand on the boy’s shoulder and yelled “You 
don’t listen; you need to listen,” while his mother stood nearby.  
 
    It was “probably not the best thing to do. I wouldn’t do it again,” Oberg said. “It was not a good 
reflection on the Sheriff’s Office.”  
 
    He said his family had a long history with the boy’s family and that he has since made amends with the 
boy.  
 
    Oberg, who lived in a boys’ home in Kent from age 13 to 17, said he has nothing against children and 
has had no other complaints against him during his 35 years in the Sheriff’s Office.  
 
    Oberg, now 60, said he was headed down the wrong path before his parents sent him to the boys’ home 
to “get straightened out.” He went from the home into the Marine Corps at a day past 17-and-a-half — the 
youngest age permitted.  
 
    He said his parents passed away a while ago, but not before seeing him turn his life around.  
 
    “My dad saw me promoted to captain, so I think I redeemed myself,” Oberg said.  



 


